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To the Batmobile
Students to teach about the
benefits of bats
By Cameron Macdonald - Citizen Staff Writer
Published: Tuesday, April  7, 2009 11:48 AM PDT

A group of Florin High School students plan
to teach elementary school students about
the friend they may have never known:
The bat.

They want to teach children that the
creature is to not be feared, and to inspire
them to build “bat boxes” or owl box-like
shelters for bats to live inside during
daylight.

“People don’t appreciate bats enough and
we love going batty,” their teacher, Heidi
Haugen said.

The benefits from bats include pest control
and pollination for plants like cactuses and
tropical fruit flowers, the students
explained.

“People are afraid of bats but they really help us rather than harm us,” student Nicole Thompson
said.

The students plan to build a bat box and then teach students at Isabelle Jackson Elementary
School about bats next month.

There are also plans to write a children’s book about bats and to have Jackson students hit a
bat piñata filled with bat-shaped candy and bat toys. The Florin students ultimately want to
place a bat shelter on the Jackson campus.

“I’m hoping they’ll learn to follow in our footsteps,” student Elizabeth Saephan said.

She explained that her classmates chose to focus on bats since nobody else did.

Their project was funded by the Grants Advisory Board for Youth and is being advised by
agriculture experts in the nonprofit, The Center for Land-Based Learning.

The Florin students are a part of the center’s Farming, Agriculture, and Resource Management
for Sustainability (FARMS) leadership program, which teaches high school students to become
leaders and advocates of sustainable practices in their communities, FARMS coordinator Karen
Swan said.

Haugen mentioned that her students previously helped restore farms by planting native plants
and building irrigation there.

The bat project was a part of a FARMS assignment where students take something they learned
and teach it to people in their community.
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Photos by Keri Wood - Florin High School students
(clockwise from left) Maria Gonzalez, Josh Mimis, Heidi
Haugen, Science teacher, Daisy De Santiago,
Elizabeth Saephan, Nicole Thompson, Devin
McCowan, Lisette Oropeza, Shazia Ashraf, have
received a grant for their ÔGoing BattyÕ project to teach
elementary school students about the contribution bats
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The students recently presented their bat project to students and teachers from other high
schools, as well as the Sacramento Region Community Foundation.

“After their presentation, the whole room was buzzing about bats,” Swan recalled. “Other
students and adults alike were very excited to know that bats are more than Halloween
decorations.”

Haugen said that the students will not handle live bats since they could carry diseases.

She noted that Elk Grove has its bat populations but noted they are nocturnal creatures.

“We see them rarely around here but we know they’re out there,” Haugen said.

The teacher mentioned that her students are interested in receiving wood donations for their bat
boxes.
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