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To the Batmobile
Students to teach about the

2 Comment (No comments posted.) | TTz1.) Text Size [«xTT)

benefits of bats

By Cameron Macdonald - Citizen Staff Writer
Published: Tuesday, April 7, 2009 11:48 AM PDT

A group of Florin High School students plan
to teach elementary school students about
the friend they may have never known:
The bat.

They want to teach children that the
creature is to not be feared, and to inspire
them to build “bat boxes” or owl box-like
shelters for bats to live inside during
daylight.

Photos by Keri Wood - Florin High School students O
(clockwise from left) Maria Gonzalez, Josh Mimis, Heidi
Haugen, Science teacher, Daisy De Santiago,
Elizabeth Saephan, Nicole Thompson, Devin
McCowan, Lisette Oropeza, Shazia Ashraf, have
received a grant for their OGoing BattyO project to teach'y
alamantans erhnnl ctiidante ahanit tha eantribntion hate
The benefits from bats include pest control IO

and pollination for plants like cactuses and -

tropical fruit flowers, the students

“People don't appreciate bats enough and
we love going batty,” their teacher, Heidi
Haugen said.

explained.

“People are afraid of bats but they really help us rather than harm us,” student Nicole Thompson
said.

The students plan to build a bat box and then teach students at Isabelle Jackson Elementary
School about bats next month.

There are also plans to write a children’s book about bats and to have Jackson students hit a
bat pifiata filled with bat-shaped candy and bat toys. The Florin students ultimately want to
place a bat shelter on the Jackson campus.

“I'm hoping they'll learn to follow in our footsteps,” student Elizabeth Saephan said.
She explained that her classmates chose to focus on bats since nobody else did.

Their project was funded by the Grants Advisory Board for Youth and is being advised by
agriculture experts in the nonprofit, The Center for Land-Based Learning.

The Florin students are a part of the center’s Farming, Agriculture, and Resource Management
for Sustainability (FARMS) leadership program, which teaches high school students to become
leaders and advocates of sustainable practices in their communities, FARMS coordinator Karen
Swan said.

Haugen mentioned that her students previously helped restore farms by planting native plants
and building irrigation there.

The bat project was a part of a FARMS assignment where students take something they learned
and teach it to people in their community.

http://www.egcitizen.com/articles/2009/04/08/lifestyle/doc49db9cd01c85c705755235.txt

LAGUNA CLUB
PreSale Specials

state

MASTERS

(916) 686-5300

$629,000
4 Beds, 3Baths

M
> Click Here <

Herberger's
Elk Grove
Funeral Chapel

Page 1 of 3


javascript:chgImg(-1)
javascript:runSlideShow()
javascript:chgImg(1)
http://www.verican.us/cod6/saleitem.do?catalog=herburger&create=true&category=su10001en
http://www.herburger.net/advertising/web.php
javascript:void(0)
http://www.egcitizen.com/our_newspaper/contact_us/
http://www.egcitizen.com/archives/?search=advanced
http://www.egcitizen.com/
http://www.egcitizen.com/news/
http://www.egcitizen.com/sports/
http://www.egcitizen.com/lifestyle/
http://www.verican.us/cod6/herburger
http://www.egcitizen.com/real_estate/
http://www.egcitizen.com/obituaries/
http://www.egcitizen.com/shared-content/phpBB/
http://www.egcitizen.com/edition/
http://www.egcitizen.com/special_edition_index/
http://wwwa.accuweather.com/forecast.asp?zipcode=95624&partner=townnews
http://adsys.townnews.com/c69692224/creative/egcitizen.com/+weather_sponsor/113060-1217438540.gif?r=http://www.eastlawn.com/
http://adsys.townnews.com/c26526096/creative/egcitizen.com/+left1/113703-1201905615.gif?r=http://www.allclearpoolandspa.com/shop/index.php
http://adsys.townnews.com/c4031114/creative/egcitizen.com/+left2/113865-1202161375.jpg?r=http://www.hanfordreadymix.com/
http://adsys.townnews.com/c36205975/creative/egcitizen.com/+left3/176230-1236968330.jpg?r=http://www.california-grown.com/
http://adsys.townnews.com/c78040178/creative/egcitizen.com/+left4/176616-1236890681.jpg?r=http://www.lifestylesllc.com/meadows/index.htm
http://adsys.townnews.com/c91249765/creative/egcitizen.com/+leaderboard/114834-1206981092.jpg?r=http://www.elkgroveautomall.com/
http://www.egcitizen.com/articles/2009/04/08/lifestyle/doc49db9cd01c85c705755235.prt
http://www.egcitizen.com/articles/2009/04/08/lifestyle/doc49db9cd01c85c705755235.eml
http://www.egcitizen.com/articles/2009/04/08/lifestyle/doc49db9cd01c85c705755235.txt#comment
javascript:eventFaceSmaller()
javascript:eventFaceLarger()
http://adsys.townnews.com/c23307505/creative/egcitizen.com/+right1/174433-1238604708.jpg?r=http://www.californiafamilyfitness.com/Company/Locations/Laguna---Coming-Soon/index.php
http://www.remasters4homes.com/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.egcitizen.com/shared-content/topads/moreads.php?moduleid=3460&stereotype=2
http://adsys.townnews.com/c44518422/creative/egcitizen.com/+right3/151636-1238628039.gif?r=http://www.elkgrovechapel.com/FuneralHome/

Elk Grove Citizen : Archives > Lifestyle > To the Batmobile 4/16/09 2:41 PM

9101 Elk Grove Blvd.
The students recently presented their bat project to students and teachers from other high Old Town Elk Grove
schools, as well as the Sacramento Region Community Foundation. (9]6) 686 l888

“After their presentation, the whole room was buzzing about bats,” Swan recalled. “Other
Elk Grove, CA 95624 students and adults alike were very excited to know that bats are more than Halloween
Wi decorations.”

9325 East Stockton Blvd.

Haugen said that the students will not handle live bats since they could carry diseases.
PREVIEW
She noted that Elk Grove has its bat populations but noted they are nocturnal creatures. T
OUR
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