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OAK WOODLANDS TO BE RESTORED AT BOUVERIE PRESERVE THROUGH UNIQUE PARTNERSHIP

Sonoma Valley High Students Learn About Habitat Restoration From Local Conservation Experts 

Partners Include Audubon Canyon Ranch, Southern Sonoma County Resource Conservation District, Center for Land-Based Learning & CALTRANS


DECEMBER 11, 2009–Glen Ellen, CA – Audubon Canyon Ranch (ACR), a leader in conservation science, habitat protection and restoration, and hands-on environmental education programs, announced today the launch of Project GROW (Gathering to Restore Oak Woodlands), a unique partnership with the Southern Sonoma County Resource Conservation District (SSCRCD) and two other organizations to restore native oak woodlands at ACR’s Bouverie Preserve in Glen Ellen.

Project GROW begins with a planting day on Friday, December 11th with Sonoma Valley High school students who are participating in the Student and Landowner Education and Watershed Stewardship (SLEWS) program (a project of the Center for Land-Based Learning). As SLEWS participants, the students will be mentored by restoration experts from the partner organizations as they plant hand-gathered acorns and other native oak woodland plant species, such as California Buckeye and Pacific Madrone. 

“Project GROW is really a community-based effort to restore one of Sonoma County’s most valuable ecosystems,” said Jeanne Wirka, resident biologist at Bouverie Preserve of Audubon Canyon Ranch. “There is no more effective way to promote environmental stewardship than getting people outside and connected with the land.” 

"We are very proud to sponsor this project and look forward to seeing the changes at Bouverie Preserve over the next few years,” said Leandra Swent, District Manager, SSCRCD. “We are especially excited to give local teens the opportunity to experience the preserve, the land, and to contribute to the success of the project. This multiple year program will allow students to annually return to the preserve to conduct additional restoration efforts and see the success of previous work.”   

The SLEWS participants in Project GROW are currently enrolled in a plant sciences class at Sonoma Valley High School. 

Sonoma Valley High School teacher Christina Story says, “I am really excited about this project for my students. Not only are the students being given a chance to learn in a hands-on environment but they can take pride in restoring an ecosystem in their own community. Project GROW is also a great opportunity for students to work closely with professionals and learn about career opportunities as well as post secondary education options available to them in fields that they may not have thought about before.” 

Participants receive classroom orientation and demonstration on correct restoration methods, then will be broken into small groups and partnered with project mentors who are experts in habitat restoration. The class will return to the site two more times in the spring to install irrigation and nest boxes as well as learn ecological monitoring techniques.

Additionally, students will learn to apply GPS technology to tree locations, and a GIS map of the restoration site will be created.

“By offering students this hands-on experience and mentorship by professionals in the field, this could be the jumping point for their interest in higher education, careers, and a lifelong ethic of stewardship in their community,” said Nina Suzuki, Statewide SLEWS Coordinator, Center for Land-Based Learning.

The project was made possible through funding by the California Department of Transportation (CALTRANS) to mitigate the loss of 117 oak trees during construction of widening and safety work on Highway 12 in Glen Ellen. Mitigation for the loss of oak trees is required by State law. 

Future Project GROW workdays for the public will be announced.


ABOUT AUDUBON CANYON RANCH
The mission of Audubon Canyon Ranch is to protect the natural resources of its sanctuaries while fostering an understanding and appreciation of these environments. Through ACR's preservation, education, and research programs, ACR educates children and adults, promotes ecological literacy that is grounded in direct experience, and conducts research and restoration that advances conservation science.

Audubon Canyon Ranch Preserves include the Cypress Grove Research Center on Tomales Bay, the 535-acre Bouverie Preserve in Sonoma’s Valley of the Moon near Glen Ellen and the 1,000-acre Bolinas Lagoon Preserve near Stinson Beach, which is home to one of the San Francisco Bay Area's most studied Great Egret and Great Blue Heron nesting sites. 

Recently ACR announced an agreement with Jim and Shirley Modini to acquire the 1,725-acre Modini Ranch property, located in the Mayacamas Mountains in Sonoma County.

ACR is an independent non-profit organization with 501(c)3 statusand has received Charity Navigator’s highest rating, 4 Stars. ACR is not affiliated with the National Audubon Society. 

Audubon Canyon Ranch programs are made possible thanks to the contribution of thousands of hours of volunteer service, and donations from caring individuals, foundations and businesses. For more information, call (415) 868-9244, email acr@egret.org or visit www.egret.org.
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