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Students Care about Our Watersheds 
Agrium Inc.’s Caring for Our Watersheds (CFW) program is an environmental contest that turns ideas into solutions. It is hosted in California by the Center for Land-Based Learning.

Over 150 proposals were received from Grades 9-12 students who answered the question, “What can you do to improve your watershed?” Students researched their local watershed, identified an environmental concern and came up with a realistic solution. Community judges selected the top entries to compete at the finals. The finalists are from Colusa High School, Antelope High School and Christian Brothers High School. 
The final competition and awards ceremony will be held on March 26, 2011 from 10am-2:00pm on the Delta King Riverboat in Sacramento. Contestants will give five minute presentations to a panel of community judges. There will be a photo opportunity of the winners at 2:00pm.

First place is $1,000 cash to the winning team and $1,000 cash to the winning team’s school. In total, students compete for over $3,500 cash rewards and participating schools are eligible for over $8,500 cash rewards. There is also $10,000 in funding available to help implement ideas.

For contest information please visit www.CaringForOurWatersheds.com or contact the Center for Land-Based Learning, Nina Suzuki, at Phone: 530-795-1544 or E-mail: nina@landbasedlearning.org  
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Background:

Agrium Inc. understands that taking care of the world requires more than simply talking about it. It calls for stewardship and a lighter footprint. As a result, Agrium has launched their environmental program Caring for Our Watersheds (CFW), in California in partnership with the Center for Land-Based Learning. 

CFW asks students to submit an essay proposal that answers the question, “What can you do to improve your watershed?” Either individually or as a team they must research their local watershed, identify an environmental concern and come up with a realistic solution. 

Lindsey Metheral, Agrium Program Coordinator said, “One of the most appealing benefits is that this is an opportunity for students to learn about their local watershed and be empowered to turn their ideas into realistic solutions.” 

Center for Land-Based Learning is proud to host the program in California. Students who live in the Sacramento - San Joaquin River Watershed in Yolo, Solano, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Colusa, Yuba, Sutter, Glenn, El Dorado and Placer counties are eligible to participate. 

In total, $12,000 is available to students and schools who participate. Along with the cash prizes, Agrium has also provided $10,000 to help implement the students’ ideas. 
The success of CFW relies on teachers, students and community volunteers. If you would like to be involved please visit www.CaringForOurWatersheds.com.

